
 

 
 
 

Dear Honorable Bruce Rauner / Mr. J.B. Pritzker,  
 
As leaders of major companies and organizations in the Chicagoland area, we believe it is 
important to enhance the state’s transportation network to better meet the needs of today’s 
employees and future generations. If re-elected governor, you will have the opportunity to 
make this happen.  
 
Illinois’ ability to attract new businesses and top talent to metropolitan Chicago is 
increasingly dependent on making the region walk, bike and transit-friendly. Despite recent 
progress, peer regions that compete with us for jobs move a larger share of people without 
cars via walking, biking and transit. In Chicago, only 37 percent of residents commute to 
work on foot, bike, train, or bus, as compared to 49 percent of commuters in Boston and 
San Francisco and 54 percent of D.C. residents. Other regions, like Denver and L.A., 
threaten to surpass metro Chicago with major new investments in public transit expansion.  
 
Investments in walking, biking and transit enhance the safety, health, sustainability and 
equity of Illinois communities at a significantly lower cost than traditional roadway projects.  
 
We as major business employers representing thousands of jobs in the Chicagoland area, 
are unanimous in calling for a reprioritization of transportation funding at the state level.  
 
We call upon the next Illinois Governor to:  
 

• Commit to allocating a fair share of state transportation dollars for a new, dedicated 
Bike Walk Fund of at least 2 percent of state spending at the Illinois Department of 
Transportation. This is in addition to federal funds programmed by IDOT for 
walking and biking.  
 

• Ensure IDOT prioritizes the safety of all roadway users over vehicle speed and 
throughput, including the incorporation and state-funding of biking, walking and 
transit facilities in state roadway projects.  

 
Our collective success as leaders of large and small companies is dependent on attracting 
talented workers and ensuring that they, along with our customers and clients, have quality, 
affordable transportation options to reach our businesses.  
 
The state’s transportation investments over the next four years will shape how Illinois 
residents get around for decades, while also affecting the health, equity, sustainability and 
desirability of our communities. We ask for your support of these goals should you be re-
elected.  
 



 

 
 
 

 
Regards,  

 

Mark Achler, Managing Director of MATH Venture Partners 

Charles Adler, Co-founder KickStarter, Founder Center for Lost Arts 

Curt R. Bailey, President of Related Midwest 

John Bucksbaum, CEO of Bucksbaum Retail Properties 

Rex Burgdorfer, Vice President of Juniper Advisory 

John Clark, Founding partner of Cordogan Clark & Associates Architects/Engineers 

Todd Connor, CEO of Bunker Labs@1871 

Tony Davis, President and Managing Partner of Linden Capital Partners 

Stan Day, Chairman & CEO of SRAM International Corporation 

Jaime di Paulo, Executive Director of Little Village Chamber of Commerce 

Harry Drucker, Managing Partner of NorthShore Realty Partners 

Michael Edgar, President of Greater Waukegan Development Corporation 

Mike Evans, Co-Founder of GrubHub, CEO of Fixer.com 

Adam Gerchen, CEO of Keller Lenkner LLC 

Chris Gladwin, CEO and Co-Founder of Ocient  

Carolyn Grisko, President & CEO of Grisko LLC 

Troy Henikoff, Managing Director of MATH Venture Partners 

Justin Ishbia, Managing Partner of Shore Capital Partners 

Gerri Kahnweiler, Founder and General Partner of InvestHER Ventures 

Michael Krasny, President of Sawdust Investment Mngt. Corp. Retired Chairman /CEO of CDW 

Bret Maxwell, Managing General Partner of MK Capital 

Christina Ochs, President of The Corporation for Interest Rate Management 

Quintin Primo III, Chairman & CEO of Capri Investment Group 

Jai Shekhawat, Founder and Former CEO, SAP Fieldglass 

Andy Stephens, Chairman of Tangent Technologies LLC 

Ira Weiss, Clinical Professor at University of Chicago Booth School of Business 

Don Wilson, Founder & CEO of DRW Holdings  

 


